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More speed fines levied against ships in Gulf of St. Lawrence

At least five ships, including a coast guard vessel, have been issued fines since restriction put in place

By Kevin Yarr, CBC News
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The speed restriction was put in place to protect the North Atlantic right whales in the gulf. (Canadian Whale Institute/Anderson
Cabot Center for Ocean Life)
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Transport Canada has issued two more fines for ships it says violated a
speed restriction put in place to protect right whales in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence.

= Coast Guard ship fined for going too fast in Gulf of St.
Lawrence

The cruise ship Crown Princess and the container ship MV EM KEA are
both facing $6,000 fines. The ships' owners have 30 days to either appeal
or pay the penalty.

The restriction — a maximum speed of 10 knots — was put in place in
early August to protect endangered North Atlantic right whales that are in
the region. Since then, at least five ships, including a coast guard vessel,
have been issued fines.

= Deep Trouble: the North Atlantic right whale in peril

Sixteen right whales have been found dead in waters from the gulf
through to Cape Cod. Researchers have found many of them died
through human interaction, including being struck by ships or getting
entangled in fishing gear.

The speed restrictions will remain in place until the whales migrate out of
the gulf.
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